Relationships as Midrash: How People and Texts Speak to and About
Each Other As Demonstrated in Midrashim of Beginnings

R"m Avital Hochstein
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Tosefta Eduyot ch 1 Halacha 1

After having gathered in the vineyard of Yavneh the sages said: "The time will come
when a person searches for a matter from the words of Torah and will not find it, from
the words of Scribes and will not find it, for it is written: Behold days are coming,
says the Lord God, when I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a
thirst for water, but for hearing the words of the Lord. As they shall wander from sea
to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word
of the Lord, and shall not find it (Amos 8:11-12)...the word of the Lord" that not a
single word of Torah resembles the next. They said "let us begin from Hillel and
Shammai." (Translated by Charlotte Elisheva Fonrobert)

Babylonian Talmud Temura 16a-b TU-TH N7 77N Y922
1. Rav Yehuda said in the name of nWHY HRIMW MR AT 20 MR RO
Shmuel, “3000 laws were forgotten during ST W 192K 9102 IONwI Mo 0°O9R
the mourning period for Moshe.”

They said to Joshua, “Ask!!” I9RW YWD 17 1R
He quoted to them the verse, “It is not in L xon oonwa X9 % omaT 'R
Heaven.” I9RW HRMAWT 12 1R

They said to Samuel, “Ask!!”
He said to them, “These are the laws - a WA XIT PRY - 2MIXAT TRR 02 MR
prophet may not innovate a thing from YR 2T wIny
now on!”

2. Said Rav Yehuda in the name of Rav, | nwn Q091w Aywa 27 K 3737 27 0R.2
“When Moshe died and went to Heaven, | 93 >1an 9Rw :vwi2 12 IR L1770 137 1029
he said to Joshua, ‘Ask me any doubt you | 27w 1R aRwa> 101 qwn) 172 ww mp oo

may have’.” T R NPT YA XPNTY) (Mpoo 092
Joshua said to him, “My Rabbi, have | left (.mpoo
you even for one moment and went NIYM NAR VY PO 290 020 Y IR

elsewhere?! Did you not write about me: | +3" nwaw+ >3 nand> 79 RS 290X 2PN
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‘And his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a
youth, did not budge from the tent’?1”
Immediately, Moshe’s/Joshua’s energy
was drained out of him, he forgot 300
laws, and 700 doubts were born to him,
and all of Israel stood up to kill him.

God said to him, “I cannot tell you, but go
and occupy them with war.”

3. In the Mishna they taught: 1700 laws
and learnings were forgotten in the time
of mourning for Moshe.

Said R. Abahu, “But Otniel the son of
Kenaz brought them back out of his
learning.”
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